A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
including the purchase of votes in the House of Commons: so
the effort was made* Throughout his whole very long reign,
which, including the episodes of madness, covered sixty years
the abortive and almost comic effort to restore something of the
kingly power against the wealthier classes continued as an idea
—but an idea with no chance of effect in action.
At this beginning of the reign, however, it did make some dis-
turbance ; it interfered with the supremacy of Pitt, who resigned
again in the year after the King's accession; it put in power
Bute, the favourite and perhaps the lover of the King's mother,
and later others, who were the King's supporters. Some have
thought that but for the disasters which were to come in
America the reign might have achieved some small measure of
monarchic restoration; that is improbable and wholly con-
jectural. At any rate, before the trouble in America began a
certain wealthy rake and member of the House of Commons,
John Wilkes, taking advantage of the unpopularity of the Peace
of Paris (the triumph of which even Pitt opposed, in his desire
for more than had been obtained and for continuing to support
Prussia), began pamphleteering against the King personally, in
his paper The North Briton. When his papers were seized he
brought an action against the officers of the state, and he had
popular support, going even to the length of riot, and the Lord
Chief Justice summed up strongly in his favour. A legal and
constitutional point was raised on the question of general
warrants—that is, the right of the executive to arrest an in-
dividual unnamed or without defining a specific cause; it is
only of antiquarian interest nowadays that the state is all-
powerful, but the upshot of the whole affair showed the im-
potence of the Crown as a (nominal) executive in England to
stand up to the aristocratic temper, as it had now become, of
the English people. But, though the Wilkes affair dragged
on for a long time, its interest was soon eclipsed by the opening
troubles in the American Colonies.
The Beginnings of the United States. What we are
about to follow, the separation of England from her trans-
atlantic colonies, was to be decisive in a very important issue
affecting the whole of our civilization, but particularly the nature
of English power for the future. The question which the
success of the American War of Independence was to put runs
thus: Is a state the stronger for unity and centralization, or no?
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